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to check the further progress of a gan- ^^/ww
<*n w, which 5s eating out the very vitals its further
of our social and political existence.   The *atoi«.
general  standard  of  morality formerly described
would he raised, it would at least be sustained and
kept for a while from farther depression.     The
esteem which religious characters would personally
attract, would extend to the system which they
tthoubl hold, and to the establishment, of which they
nhould be members.   These are all merely natural
consequences.    But to those who believe in a super-
intending Providence, it may be added, that the
blessing of God might be drawn down upon our
country* and the stroke of his anger be for a while
suspended.
Let us be spared the painful task of tracing, on
the contrary, the fatal consequences of the extinc-
tion of religion among us. They are indeed such
as no man, who is ever so little interested for the
welfare of his country, can contemplate without the
deepest concern. The very loss of our church esta-
blishment, though, as in all human institutions,
some defects may be found in it, would in itself be
attended with the most fatal consequences. No
prudent man dares hastily pronounce, that its de-
nt ruction might not greatly endanger our civil insti-
tutions. It would not be difficult to prove, that the
want of it would also be in the highest degree in-
jurious to the cause of Christianity ; and still more,
that it would take away what appears from expe-
rience to be one of the most probable means of its
revival. To what a degree might even the avowed
principles of men who are not altogether destitute of
religion, decline, when our inestimable liturgy
nhould no longer remain in use! a liturgy justly
inestimable, as setting before us a faithful model of
the Christian's belief, and practice, and language;

